
Zimbabwe was not immune to COVID 19.
Europeans are aware of the social and economic
effects of the virus, but its impact has been far
more devastating on Zimbabweans who were
already vulnerable.

Zimbabwe like much of the continent of Africa
has so far experienced coronavirus to a relatively
mild degree. Maybe this is because of its climate
and its demographic profile. The weather is
warm for much of the year and the majority of
the population is under 20 years. World Health
Organisation figures for the 17th December 2020
reveal that there have been 11, 749 cases and
313 deaths (though admittedly testing has been
far more limited).

However, the effects of lockdown have been
profound. President Mnangagwa instituted a
lockdown on 30 March and extended a slightly-
eased version indefinitely on May 16. There
remains in place a 10pm to 6am curfew.

COVID in Zimbabwe1.

Thank you for your ongoing support and interest
in Domboshawa Theological College and
Zimbabwe. Your support and prayers make a
difference and are a source of great
encouragement to the College, Staff and
Students.

2020 has been exceptional in many ways, and as
we begin a new year, we wanted to update you
on some of the developments and situation. It is
encouraging that new students continue to enrol
in studies, that teaching has continued
throughout the lockdowns and economic
hardships, that the Masters Course is on schedule
to start in 2021 – enabling DTC to offer high
academic qualifications. We hope that this
newsletter will provide you with ideas on areas
for thankfulness and prayer, and on behalf of the
college and UK trustees we wish you a Happy
Christmas and New Year and thank you for your
partnership in this gospel activity.
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Christians issued a pastoral letter calling for:

• The government to dialogue with partner
institutions to address underlying causes of
the crisis.

• The government to respect human dignity,
rights and freedom of expression.

• The nation to observe all COVID-19
preventative measures.

• And a time of repentance, deep reflection
and discernment built upon the current 90
days of prayer and fasting.

Given the state crackdown on physical protest,
campaigners have increasingly moved to social
media under the banner ‘Zimbabwe Lives
Matter’.

On the 4th August the Evangelical
Fellowship of Zimbabwe (EFZ)
representing 4.5 million
Christians issued a pastoral letter
calling for:

is curtailed, it is a sobering thought to extrapolate
that to a country which was not working Even
before the COVID pandemic extreme poverty
was estimated to have risen from 29% in 2018 to
34% in 2019, an increase from 4.7 to 5.7 million
people*. This increase was driven by economic
contraction and the sharp rise in prices of food
and basic commodities. Contraction of
agricultural production following an El Nino
induced drought worsened the situation in rural
areas. One tenth of the rural households
currently indicate they are going without food for
a whole day, about double the proportion of
urban households.

The bloodless military coup in 2017 that
replaced Robert Mugabe with his former
henchman Emmerson Mnangagwa has not
ushered in a new period of peace and prosperity
as many had hoped. Western donors and
businesses have adopted a cautious ‘wait and
see’ approach to the new regime. Foreign
investment has not yet been forthcoming,
unemployment remains high and inflation was at
800% in August. Popular unrest has been met
with:

• Abductions and torture.
• The growing use of legal procedures to deny

opponents’ rights to bail or to representation
in court by a lawyer of their choice.

• Random and senseless violence, not just
against vocal opponents, but even towards
street vendors or those unfortunate enough to
be stranded in times of curfew.

But the trauma of lockdown has been worsened
by the political situation. If the pandemic in the
UK can give us a glimpse of what happens when
parts of an economy cease, or when normal life
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While many of the restrictions mirrored those in
the West, they were heavily enforced by the
police and military by means of permits,
roadblocks, and random beatings:

• In rural areas commercial and peasant
farmers struggled to recruit labour for harvest
and some crops rotted in the fields.

• Those farmers who did harvest, encountered
problems getting produce to market.

• The production of maize meal (the staple)
proved very challenging with the closure of
local grinding mills

• A shortage of cash made it difficult to
purchase chemicals and medicines for the
upkeep of cattle.

• A drought causing low crop yields made
matters worse.

But the effects of lockdown caused massive
hardship in urban areas where there are
thousands living on the streets and where many
families in high density areas live in one room,
with no running water:

• The closure of informal street markets, which
employ thousands of people, destroyed
livelihoods and limited the availability of
cheap food.

• The closure of schools, universities, and
churches brought about the loss of additional
markets and income for informal and small
traders.

• Road blocks, permits and the grounding of
kombis (mini-buses) and privately owned
buses made it difficult to travel to buy food.

• The scarcity of PPE caused some medics to
stay away from hospitals while security
personnel closed them to all but emergency
cases. Deaths from malaria and childbirth
complications increased.

• The challenge of travel prevented others from
buying antiretrovirals and blood pressure
pills.

• Domestic violence increased.

There have been remarkable community-based
initiatives in which, for instance, restaurants
initiated feeding programmes. Businesses,
universities and wealthy individuals made
donations, manufactured sanitiser or provided
PPE.
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1. For Zimbabwe’s economic recovery
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viable in these challenging times.

MATTERS FOR PRAYER

Check it out if you would like an up-to-date
introduction to the college.

https://youtu.be/rrLkbQeUjCA

which granted Affiliate Status to DTC for the joint
certification of graduates.

Under this programme the long-anticipated
Masters’ Programme will commence in 2021.

Finally, in December DTC was the subject of a
TV documentary. The 25 minute long
programme was produced for the series
"Zimbabwe; The Awakening Giant" which
celebrates success stories in the nation’s
development. DTC has uploaded the
documentary on YouTube:

The 5th March, 2020 was one of the most
significant milestones in the life of Domboshawa
Theological College. A Memorandum of
Agreement was signed with Africa University

Affiliate Status with Africa University

In the midst of the crisis, the College staff
valiantly continued to deliver teaching, and
students kept up with their studies. Notable
progress was also made with DTC’s degree
programme.

The college managed to recruit 22 students for
the intake 25 class, and 117 students in total sat
for the degree programme in the July 2020
examination season. All of the programmes ran
successfully. Following orientation, lecturers
successfully delivered lectures online with some
students commenting that they did more learning
in this mode than in normal face to face delivery!
The virtual teaching mode will continue to
enrich the approach to teaching into the future,
even after COVID disappears.

The results (moderated by external examiners)
were impressive:
• 34 out of the 35 courses (97%) registered

distinctions for one or more students.
• From the 12 candidates whose research

projects were presented, three passed with a
first class and none in the failure category.

• only 4 courses out of 35 (11%) had failed
papers (and these were few in number).

News from Domboshawa
Theological College
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The EFZ also released online a video statement.
It was introduced by Roy Musasiwa, (Principal of
DTC) who said, ‘There must be respect for
human life and dignity. The United Nations
Declaration on Human Rights says so. The
African Charter on Peoples’ Rights says so.
Supremely, the Word of God says so. We must
respect human rights and dignity because after
all Zimbabwe Lives Matter’.


